
Copyright 1963, Mary Ann Moorman. Used by permission. Moorman 3, taken by one of the closest eyewitnesses to the 


THE REAL MARY MOORMAN PHOTO STORY 


How many pictures did Mary Ann Moorman take on 
November 22, 1963 and what do they show? All Kennedy 
researchers know about her famous photo, the one with JFK in 
the foreground and the grassy knoll in the background. 

And many researchers know of one other picture not part of 
the public record which showed the TSBD window from which 
Lee Harvey Oswald got framed. 

Even the flawed House Select Committee on Assassinations 
reported only two photographs (6HSCA125), although its 
own investigators were told of a third picture and attempted, 
unsuccessfully, to locate it. 

Photo consultant and longtime researcher Robert Groden, 
upon receiving the two original Polaroid pictures, simply turn- 
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ed them over and found the manufacturer’s numbering system 
on the back: the first was numbered 3 and the other was 
numbered 5— therefore, number 4 was missing! 

Groden ’s discovery came in 1978 and now, six years later, 
there s an indication of two more pictures, making a grand 
total of five taken just before and during the assassination. One 
fact is absolutely certain — Mary Ann Moorman took no photos 
after the assassination. 

Thanks to a unique set of circumstances, I have been able to 
meet and talk extensively with the former Mrs. Moorman. Her 
memory is still consistent with 1963 and 1964 interviews, but 
like many of the eyewitnesses, some details have faded away or 
been confused by all the claims and counterclaims about what 


really happened in Dealey Plaza. 

Mary Ann drove her friend, Jean Hill, to downtown Dallas 
and parked near Old Red, the county courthouse, at Main and 
Houston . They first went to a nearby store so Marv Ann could 
buy a pack of film for her Polaroid" camera, for both women 
knew some of the officers in the motorcade and hoped to get 
pictures of them, too. 

They arrived in Dealey Plaza around 1 lam and spent the next 
90 minutes just talking and walking while looking for the best 
vantage point. Their final position, of course, was the south 
curb of Elm about halfway between Houston and the Triple 
Underpass. v 

After the assassination, Jean and Mary Ann were questioned 
extensively in the offices and press room of the Dallas Countv 
Sheriff, just across the street from Old Red. Later, Jean testified 
before the Warreij Commission (Marv Ann was’ also asked to 
appear, but she had just injured her foot and asked for a few 
days delay— it was granted, and she never heard from the Com- 
mission again). 

Early critics and researchers were surprised that none of her 
pictures were published or even mentioned in the Warren 
Report. Nor was there any known attempt to analyze them for 
possible evidence. Even more astounding were the Commis- 
sion s own documents, which proved they all contained rele- 
vant and potentially important information. 

eu Ma ? w Lane ’ T Rush T ° (1966), noted Deputy 

Sheriff Wiseman s report (19H535) that one of the pictures ac- 
tually showed the TSBD window just before the shooting. His 
report ‘ndependently confirmed what Jean Hill had told Lane 
early ,n 1964, and which Lane repeated in his own testimony 
before the Commission (2H42). But Lane thought there were 
only two pictures. 

Harold Weisberg, in Photographic Whitewash (1967), was the 
first to correctly deduce from the vague and misleading 
documentation in the 26 volumes that there were more than 
two pictures. He has, of course, demonstrated conclusively bv 
the Commission’s and FBI’s own documents that 
OswwTt^T 2 V,rtUally /^° red unless the f helped convict 
2m?barl r lf not purposefiil, flaw may soon 

come back to haunt the onginal investigation. 

Today Mary Ann has no recollection of those first two pic- 
Sd lor I 67 eVCr eX T d She sus P ects they didn’t turn out 
then? I i rOWn away ’ for She “definitely” would have kept 
about' the ’ ^ oT 117 W3S th£ fot time she had thought 
something 01 ” S ° pCrha P S she ’ U now temember 

shlw, h hird P i C 2 are L h ^ re ’, nafter identified as Moorman 3, 
shows her good friend, Dallas Police Officer Glen C. McBride 
about two minutes before the assassination. That Polaroid 
photo now almost completely faded away, is still in her posses- 
on (the version shown here is from a water-stained FBI print 
momh) . 7 m MarCh 1%4 and jU$t declassifiecF this 

nZ h r C Win , d ° w f s . n °t vlslble in Moorman 3, either in the FBI 
nnhr * ■' on ^~ lt is one floor up and one row to the 

that rhe herc ' S n ° J° Ubt !° her mmd ’ and there never has been, 
after rh P C She t0 ° k and showed to authorities minutes 
after the assassination is the same one she still has. 

Moorman 4 is very similar to Moorman 3, but the subiect is 
another friend, Dallas Police Officer W. George LurSn 
was taken no more than a minute before the president’s arrival 

rarener back up the street than McBride. V 

Ann^veThelnmtl toLumok' ^ A % T* 7 SUmmer ’ Mary 
He couldn’t find^t for the HSrl “ ^ he Can ’ r find ir - 
ror tn e HSCA six years ago and by 1979, 


when researcher Gary Shaw talked with him, he still didn’t 
know where it was. Just last month an inquiry from Marv Ann 
through another person yielded the same results. Fortunately 
he thinks he still has it somewhere and seems honestly puzzled 
that he can t find it. 

Moorman 5, as Qwerups! readers know, shows what mav very 
well be a gunman behind the grassy knoll’s wooden fence at 
the time of the fatal head shot. The original Polaroid, just like 
Moorman 3 is badly faded and almost useless for new 
evidence. Judging by the two existing pictures, Moorman 4, if 
ever found, will also be too faded for much use. 

All three pictures were shown to authorities right after the 
assassination In addition to her two motorcade friends, Marv 
Ann knew the notary, Alcen Davis, who took her first state- 
ment, and even Billy Wiseman, the officer who reported the 
contents of Moorman 4, was a friend. All five had attended the 
same nigh school. 

Mo « rrn an and Hill were detained for hours ,n the 
bhenffs office, but unlike some accounts, neither was 
prevented rep m leaving. At one point, Mare Ann walked out- 
side to buy a Dallas Times Herald extra edition and Wiseman 
followed her. He thought she was leaving and firmlv asked her 
to stay. Not having anything else to do and wanting to 
cooperate, but getting tired of the same questions over and 
over, she went back inside. 

r JI hen I 0 * lef < - sometime after 6pm, Mary Ann had her 
three pictures with her. But they had been out of her posses- 
sion on more than one occasion. Still, she has no doubt that 
the pictures arc her originals. 

And even though Moorman 4 is missing, both it and Moor- 
man 3 have dready yielded some new information about a 
motorcycle officer who unexplainedly left the Kennedy motor- 

Researchers have long wondered who it was and whv he sud- 
denly puled out and continued up Houston while his two 

v Ud tr ne 7 d T EIm ) I he SCCne Was inad vertantly filmed 
by Abraham Zapruder, and Robert Groden savs one of the of- 

bSValTy t0 d ° 3 dOUbk takC 35 ‘ f Wonderin g wh Y officer 
What little is known about the motorcade assignments 
comes from a report filed by Captain Perdue W. Lawrence on 

rid 7 ? 4 ’ lif ?°l 48 ?' An Advance Grou P of three was to 
nde 3 or 4 blocks ahead of the motorcade and a Lead Escort of 
five was assigned about 7, block ahead of Chief Curry’s car 
which was directly in front of JFK. * 

Mary Ann’s friend McBride was in the Advance Group and 
Lumpkin was in the Lead Escort. P 

The left edge of Moorman 3 includes the rear end of a motor- 
cycle and just missed including part of the Stemmons Freeway 
^ n s >° nCe that there are very few People standing just east of 

But a minute or so later, as seen in the Zapruder film, the 
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EaHy fr*™e just after an officer leaves his position. 



spectators were already in place on the north side of Elm, 
waiting for JFK as the officer leaves the formation. Since 
McBride’s group had already gone by, the film must show 
members of the Lead Escort. (In feet, an Altgens photo shows 
that as the motorcade neared Dealey Plaza, the five escort 
riders had dwindled to three.) 

Zapruder kept filming the two officers coasting down Elm 
until only one was visible, then stopped until JFK had com- 
pleted the turn onto Elm. Ten seconds after the head shot, 
Mark Bell’s film revealed three motorcycles on the other side of 
the Triple Underpass as the Kennedy limousine reached the 
Underpass shadow. 



ell film. 


Therefore, whoever left the motorcade must have quickly 
caught up with the other two officers. The mysterious rider 
was probably Mary Ann’s friend Lumpkin, and here’s why: 
she remembers that he was the only officer in the photo and he 
was not in the fer traffic lane. From her position on the south 
side of Elm, the picture would have had to have included two 
motorcycle officers if Lumpkin was one of the two in the 
Zapruder film. 

Since she’s certain he was alone in the picture, Lumpkin 
must have left the motorcade only briefly because JFK ap- 
peared on Elm just about a minute later. 

What else does Moorman 4 show? That should be obvious 
by now— no one can be seen in the “assassin’s window.” Mary 
Ann remembers counting floors and windows in her pictures 
both that day and on more than one occasion later on. She 
never found anyone in any of the windows, nor did others in 
her presence. Of course, the absence of a person proves nothing 
at that point in time; still, the lack of interest, as fer as is known, 
certainly indicates minimal curiosity on the part of in- 
vestigators. 

The FBI and, she recalls. Secret Service, bothered her for 
months with questions and requests to borrow her pictures. 
She says all three were available, and she kept signed receipts 
from the agents; however, a recent FOIA request turned up 
nothing new relating to official interest in the contents of the 
Moorman photographs. 

As for Moorman 5, many stories will be written about its 
contents and background, perhaps beginning with the next 
Coverups! For those who would like an 8x10 print of Moorman 
3, send a check or money order for $3.40 to Federal Bureau of 
Investigation, FOIPA Section, Washington, D.C. 20535. Ask 
for the Mary Ann Moorman picture of a motorcycle officer 
that was just released (don’t waste your time or money seeking 
a print of Moorman 4 or Moorman 5— they say they only have 
the two and 5 is an extremely poor copy).' 

Moorman 3 may not be used commerciallv and is fully pro- 
tected by US and international copyright. 
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THE MYSTERIOUS 
DEATH OF A 
KEY JFK WOMBS 


AN INVESTIGATIVE REPORT BY MARK LANE 
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of President John F. Kennedy, fc 
Mohrenschildt had acted as if he 
Oswald's control agent. Oswalc 


mands. Had it not been for De Mohren- 
schildt, Oswald probably would not 
have been employed a t the Texas School 
Book Depository in Dallas on Novem- 
ber 22, 1963. 

De Mohrenschildt had been a spy for 
several countries, evidently rounding 

gence Agency. Clay Shaw, whose rela- 
tionship with the CIA dates back to 
1955. had b. 


in Oswald w. 




Dallas. De 

ivionrenscniidt took over, 
k Although De Mohrenschildt appeared 

the attorney for the Commission, pur- 
portedly investigating the death of the 
President, failed to ask De Mohren- 
schildt the kind of significant and prob- 
ing questions that would induce the 
witness to provide important answers. 

Twelve years later, in 1976, the 
House of Representatives established a 
Select Committee on Assassinations to 
murders of President 
r. Martin Luther King. 
~~ ‘"is formed because 
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?y Oswald had acted alone. 


House Select Committee, in ManaJapan, 
Florida, during the evening of March 29, 
1977. That meeting never took place. 
De Mohrenschildt was already dead from 
a gunshot wound inflicted several hours 

Upon hearing of the death. Represen- 
tative Richard Preyer, chairman of the 
Committee said. "He was a crucial wit- 
ness for us. based upon the information 
he had." The news media focused briefly 
but intensely upon De Mohrenschildt 
and his possible role in the assassina- 

Willem Oltmans. a Dutch journalist, 
had given information to the Committee 
shortly before De Mohrenschildts death. 
He returned to Washington after the 
death to testify again. De Mohren- 
phildfs death had released Oltmans 

Oltmans revealed that De Mohren- 
schildt. whom he had known for ten 
years, had told him that there had been 
a conspiracy to assassinate Kennedy 
and that he had played a part in the con- 
spiracy. He also told him that Oswald 
had acted "at my guidance and at my in- 
structions." De Mohrenschildt said that 
CIA and FBI personnel were involved as 
well. 

Oltmans also stated that De Mohren- 
schildt was "petrified" that he would '"be 
killed or disappear like other witnesses 

Within days, a posthumous effort to 
discredit De Mohrenschildt was begun. 


Parkland Memorial Hospital in Dallas. 
At the same time, the New York Times . 
began the effort to discredit Oltmans. In 
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Witness to Tragedy 
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BRIEFS .... Hope you'll agree tills issue was worth 
the long wait - the Moorman photo story has now 
been developing for more than two years, and I 
expect a conclusion fairly soon; if something 
newsworthy turns out, your NBC station will have 
the best coverage.. ..On the tube January 27, 28 
, i3 docudrama Robert Kennedy and His Times 
(CBS) , but watch Call To G-lory January 29 and 
February 5 (ABC) for JFK assassination-related 
» , Including Zapruder and the only sound film 
of Malcolm Kilduff 's official death announcement 
at Parkland. .. .College professor and researcher 


Jerry Rose has a new and good newsletter. The 
Third Decade, which includes some interesting 
material on George deMohrenschildt ; Mark Lane's 
analysis is a good companion. .. .The 21st anni- 
versary was just as quiet here as elsewhere, 
partly due to local demos who still say we 
should all remember his birth, not his death; 
what they "overlooked" is that they had no 

observance for JFK's birthday this year This 

issue takes us through November 1984, but 198$ 
looks very exciting for both JFK and RFK study; 
the coverups may finally be unravelinsr. 



